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Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Each item of information 
contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. Copies of the references listed on Form PTO- 1 449 
are attached. Please note that English Abstracts were not available for all of the references. Accordingly, 
the applicant provides the English Abstract for the Japanese applications related to the following German 
applications: DE 197 03 664 C2; DE 197 22 717 C2; DE 197 03 665 C2; DE 697 10 536 T2 and DE 697 
05 921 T2. An English Abstract was not available for the reference DE 23 33 983 Al. 



It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, that these references be made of record therein and appear among 
the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom, and that an initialed copy of the PTO-1449 
be returned to the undersigned. 



Attorney Docket No.: MLPO:004 

ROSSI & ASSOCIATES 
P.O. Box 826 
Ashburn, VA 20146-0826 
703-726-6020 



Date: 





Marc A. Rossi 
Registration No. 31,923 



2 




<MATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
: several sheets if necessary) 



Docket Number (Optional) MLPO:004 



SERIAL NO.: 10/803,795 



applicant(s) Kenji HAYASH1 etal. 



filing date: March 18,2004 



Group An Unit 2875 







U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


Ref 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 


































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




REF 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 




DE 


199 44 289 Al 


4/00 


GERMANY (English Abstract) 






X 






DE 


197 03 664 C2 


12/98 


GERMANY 










r 


DE 


197 22 717 C2 


12/99 


GERMANY 










• 


DE 


197 03 665 C2 


1/03 


GERMANY 












DE 


42 02 908 A 1 


8/93 


GERMANY (English Abstract) 






X 






DE 


43 1 1 669 Al 


10/94 


GERMANY (English Abstract) 






X 






DE 


697 10 536 T2 


8/02 


GERMANY 












DE 


697 05 921 T2 


12-01 


GERMANY 












DE 


198 43 388 Al 


3/00 


GERMANY (English Abstract) 






X 






DE 


100 02 602 Al 


10/00 


GERMANY (English Abstract) 






X 






DE 


23 33 983 A 1 


1/75 


GERMANY 












JP 


09-002148 A 


1/97 


JAPAN (English Abstract) 






X 




OTHER DOCUMENT(S) (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 
















EXAMINER 






DATE CONSIDERED 



♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Form PTO-A820 

(also Form PTO-1449) 



'sheet ' 2 of 2 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Docket Number (Optional) MLPOl004 


SERIAL NO.: 10/803,795 


applicant(s) Kenji HAYASHI et al. 


filing date: March 1 8, 2004 


Group Art Unit 2875 


U S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


Ref 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE IF 


































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




REF 


DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 


r 


JP 


09-207653 


8/97 


Related to DE 197 03 664 C2 






X 




t 


JP 


09-315213 


12/97 


Related to DE 197 22 717 C2 






X 






JP 


09-207654 


8/97 


Related to DE 197 03 665 C2 






X 






JP 


10-059061 


3/98 


Related to DE 697 10 536T2 






X 






JP 


10-166933 


6/98 


Related to DE 697 05 921 T2 






X 






JP 


10-250462 


9/98 


Related to DE 697 05 921 T2 






X 






JP 


10-250463 


9/98 


Related to DE 697 05 921 T2 






X 








































OTHER DOCUMENT(S) (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages. Etc.) 


























EXAMINER 






DATE CONSIDERED 



♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Form PTO-A820 

(also Form PTO-1449) 



